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MR, RUSSERT: CQur issues this Sunday -- what is the real terrorist
threat to the United States honel and? How good is our intelligence
gathering, and nearly six years after Septenber 11th, why is Osana bin Laden

still at large? Wth us -- the director of National Intelligence, Adnmral
M ke McConnell, in his first television interview
Then -- briefings, debates, and votes -- the Iraq war front and

center. Wth us, Denocratic senator from Wsconsin, Russ Feingold. And in
our roundtable, insight and analysis from New York Times Col umist, David

Br ooks; The Washi ngton Post, Bob Wodward; and The Wekly Standard, Stephen
Hayes, author of "Change, The Untold Story of America' s Mdst Powerful and
Controversial Vice President."” But, first, this week, this docunent, the
National Intelligence Estimate entitled "The Terrorist Threat to the U S.
Horel and, " was rel eased. How serious is this threat and what can we do about
it? Joining us for an exclusive interviewis the director of National
Intelligence, Admiral M ke MConnell -- welcone.

MR. McCONNELL: Thank you.

MR, RUSSERT: Let ne show you a key judgnment fromthis report, "W
judge the U S. honeland will face a persistent and evolving terrorist threat
over the next three years.™

In laynmen's | anguage, for the American viewers watching today, what
is the nost serious threat facing our country?

MR McCONNELL: Tim the nost serious threat is that the plotters
that are being observed will be successful in penetrating our defenses and
conducting an attack that would result in mass casualties. Their intent is
to effect and attack with nass casualties. A secondary attenpt woul d be a
political or infrastructure targets to even include economc targets that
woul d have | ong-|asting inpact.

MR RUSSERT: |Is it biological and chemcal, or did they achieve
nucl ear ?

MR. McCONNELL: They have not achi eved nucl ear based on our current
understanding. The intent is either chem cal, biological, nuclear
radi ol ogical, or even nuclear to include a nuclear yield. | would add what
we see currently is primarily a focus on explosives -- explosives that can
generate a large explosion, but they're put together with commercially
avail abl e materi al .

MR RUSSERT: Wy aren't we seeing nore suicide bonbers the way we
see in the Mddl e East?



MR, McCONNELL: In the United States, you nmean? The efforts that
the United States and our allies have gone through over the past five years
have been significant in establishing barriers. So the terrorists perceive
us as a much nore difficult target, very different fromwhat it was at 9/11.

So barriers have been established, databases have been establi shed,
the National Counterterrorism Center, which conducts three tines a day a

tel econference with all the players -- federal |evel, state |evel,
international -- to try to coordinate these things, and if soneone can be
identified, they'll be taken out of the pipeline in their process to cone

into the United States.

MR RUSSERT: Let nme read another key judgnment, "Although we have
di scovered only a handful of individuals in the United States with ties to a
Qaeda' s senior | eadership since Septenber 11th, we judge that al Qaeda wil |
intensify its efforts to put operatives here." But there are people in the
United States, you are saying, who have direct ties to al Qaeda senior
| eader shi p?

MR, McCONNELL: The way we describe it is we have strategi ¢ warning
we know what al Qaeda and their safe haven in Pakistan intends to do. W're
wat ching themtrain and recruit, and their effort is to put soneone inside
the United States.

There have been sonme clues in sonme cases where there woul d be
attack, but we do not have tactical warning currently that there are sl eeper
cells tied directly to al Qaeda inside the United States. So we have the
strategi ¢ warning not the specific tactical warning, but we know their
intent.

MR RUSSERT: But you say there are handfuls of individuals in the
United States with ties to al Qaeda senior |eadership

MR McCONNELL: That's correct, and that's in the formof raising
noney or being synpathetic to. But we haven't identified individuals who are
actively plotting or planning. But there have been sone that have been
synpathetic to al Qaeda's cause.

MR RUSSERT: Do you believe there are sleeper cells in the US.?

MR McCONNELL: | worry that there are sleeper cells inthe US |
do not know. There is no specific on a sleeper cell. There are sone
el enents under surveillance because we're not sure, so it's warranted --
court-approved, warranted surveillance. W have sone ties. This is what |
neant when | said we've raised the barriers and nade it nore difficult.

MR RUSSERT: This intelligence report that canme out this nonth
raised a lot of concern and alarmin the U.S., and it seens to be in stark
contrast to the National Intelligence Estimate fromlast April -- this one
Let ne read that key judgment to you, "United States- led counterterrorism
efforts have seriously damaged | eadership of al Qaeda and disrupted its
operations. W assess the global jihadist novenent is decentralized; |acks a
coherent global strategy; is becom ng nore diffuse.

That seens so different than your assessnment in July of '07. What a
difference a year nakes. What changed? W were told that the al Qaeda had
been, in many ways, close to being destroyed or dismantl ed.



MR, McCONNELL: Followi ng the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, about
two-thirds of al Qaeda's not only | eadership but their soldiers, the foot
sol diers, had been elimnated. And at that point in tine, that was an
accurate assessnent of where we were.

Now, what happened? Wiat's different? What changed? |n Paki stan,
where they're enjoying a safe haven -- the governnent of Paki stan chose to
try a political solution. A political solution neant a peace treaty with the
region that's never been governed -- not governed fromthe outside, not
governed by Pakistan. The opposite occurred. Instead of pushing al Qaeda
out, the people who live in these federally adm nistered travel areas, rather
t han pushing al Qaeda out, they made a safe haven for training and
recruiting.

And so in that period of tinme, al Qaeda has been able to regain sone
of its nomentum The | eadership is intact, they have operational planners,
and they have safe haven. The thing they're missing are operatives inside
the United States. So that's the difference between | ast year and this year
in our assessment.

MR RUSSERT: Wy haven't we captured Osama bin Laden?

MR, McCONNELL: Think about attenpting to capture a single human
bei ng whose prinmary purpose and enphasis is to remai n unobserved or hidden
It's a very difficult challenge. Fromhaving been in intelligence for nost
of ny professional life, it's not difficult to find something large -- an
arnored division, ships that are being built or airplanes or whatever, but a
singl e human being that wants to be unobserved, who is being assisted in that
process, it just makes it very, very difficult.

MR RUSSERT: |f we captured OGsanma bin Laden, we m ght | ose Genera
Musharraf and Paki stan because of unrest such apprehension mght create in
his country. Wuld it be worth | osing Misharraf but apprehendi ng Gsama bin
Laden?

MR McCONNELL: Well, first, | wouldn't agree that if we capture or
kill OCsanma bin Laden it would be a particularly increased or direct threat to
President Musharraf. President Musharraf is one of our strongest allies. He
agrees with capturing or killing Gsama bin Laden, and while he tried the
political arrangement, the peace agreenent, last fall, he has nade deci sions
over the last few weeks -- you are aware of the Red Mosque and cl eani ng that
out -- and he's gone on the offensive to go back into this federally
adm nistered travel area, FATA, is the shorthand we use to refer to it.

Now, in doing that, there's been a price. He has |lost already, |
woul d say, 100 troops. Broadly, across Pakistan, the nunber is probably
approachi ng 300 from sui ci de bonbs and roadsi de attacks. So there is a price
to pay, but President Musharraf is a noderate, he has a noderate view, and he
is attenpting to cause the nation of Pakistan to rally around a noderate's
viewto elimnate the extrem sts.

MR RUSSERT: |If his governnent fell, how detrinental would it be to
the U S ?

MR McCONNELL: It would have severe inpact. It would depend -- if
it fell, it depends on who would replace him |It's a denocratic nation, if



they continue down this current path, so if the process of turnover happens
in a denocratic way, it may not have severe inpact.

One of the things that | would like to highlight, however, is
Presi dent Musharraf is one of our nost valued allies, and let ne just
hi ghlight this -- Probably, the najority of the senior |eadership have been
captured or killed or is the direct result of assistance and cooperation and
participation by the Pakistanis.

MR RUSSERT: Are you convinced GCsama bin Laden is alive?

MR McCONNELL: We have not heard from Gsama bin Laden for over a
year. There's a recent video where he appeared. Many peopl e thought that
was current. That was actually old videotape. So it's been a year. There
are runors about his illness. M personal viewis that he's alive, but we
don't know because we can't confirmit for over a year

MR RUSSERT: And living in Pakistan?

MR McCONNELL: | believe he is in the tribal region of Pakistan
and how he conducts his affairs, only speaking to a courier, staying conplete
removed from anything we could exploit to find him | think he's in that
region.

MR RUSSERT: Let nme ask you about the executive order the president
i ssued about enhanced interrogation neasures. Wat does that allow a C A-
held target? What kind of neasures can you use to get information fromthen?

MR McCONNELL: Well, Tim as you know, | can't discuss specific
neasures. There's a variety of reasons for that. One, if | announce what
the specific neasures are, it would aid those who want to resist those
neasures to train, to understand it, and so on, so | won't be too specific.

Let ne go back to a higher calling in this context. The United
St ates does not engage in torture. The president has been very clear about
that. The executive order spells it out. There are neans and nmethods to
conduct interrogation that will result in information that we need, and what
I would highlight -- | was concerned and worried and, quite frankly, appalled
by Abu CGhraib. M viewis Anerica risked |osing the noral high ground, and
so | focused on this when | came back

What | can report to you is that was an aberration. The people who
were responsible for the atrocities at Abu Ghraib have been hel d accountabl e,
and they're serving a sentence for that. That is not the programthe Cl A was
admnistering. It is not the programthat the president approved in the
recent executive order

MR RUSSERT: But by use of the term "enhanced interrogation
neasures," there clearly are things that are used to elicit information
Have we el im nated water-boarding? Can you confirmthat?

MR McCONNELL: | would rather not be specific on elimnating
exactly what the techniques are with regard to any specific. Wen | was in a
situation where | had to sign off, as a nenber of the process, ny nane to
this executive order, | sat down with those who have been trained to do it,
doctors who nonitor it, understanding that no one is subjected to torture.
They are treated in a way that they have adequate di et and not exposed to



heat or cold, they are not abused in any way, but | did understand when

exposed to the techniques how they work and why they work -- all under
medi cal supervision, and one of the things that's very inportant, | think
for the Anerican public to know -- in the history of this programit's been

fewer than 100 people.

And so this is a program where we capture soneone known to be a
terrorist, we need information that they possess, and it has saved countl ess
i ves because they believe these techniques m ght involve torture, and they
don't understand them they tend to speak to us, talk to us in a very candid
way.

MR RUSSERT: Does this new executive order allow neasures that if
were used against a U S. citizen who was apprehended by the eneny woul d be
troubling to the Anerican people?

MR McCONNELL: | can report to you that it's not torture
MR RUSSERT: How do you define torture?

MR McCONNELL: Well, torture is -- an attenpt to define torture in
t he executive order gives exanples of nutilation or nurder or rape or
physi cal pain, those kinds of things.

Let ne just leave it by saying the techniques work. [It's not
torture, you're not subjected to heat or cold, but it is effective, and it's
a psychol ogi cal approach to causi ng soneone to have uncertainty and, in a
situation where they will feel conpelled to talk to you about what you're
asking on that.

MR RUSSERT: Then you would find it acceptable if a U S. citizen
experienced the sane kind of enhanced interrogati on nmeasures?

MR McCONNELL: Tim it's not torture. | would not want a U S
citizen to go through the process, but it is not torture, and there woul d be
no permanent danmage to that citizen

MR RUSSERT: Let me turn to lIraq, another key judgnent fromthe
National Intelligence Estimate, "W assess that its association with AQ, al
Qaeda in Irag, helps al Qaeda to energize the broader Sunni extrem st
comunity, raise resources and recruit and indoctrinate operatives including
for honel and attacks."

That seens to suggest that the Irag War has been a very effective
recruiting tool for al Qaeda.

MR McCONNELL: It has served as a recruiting tool to draw
additional terrorists into Iraq, but it's a mutually beneficial situation for
both organi zations. Now, the debate often is -- was al Qaeda in lraq prior
to the U S.-led coalition invasion? Sonme nmenbers of those who associate with
al Qaeda were there -- Zarqawi, who had served in Pakistan with GCsana bin
Laden, was the principal lead. 1In 2004 he swore allegiance to Osama bin
Laden. As you know, he was subsequently killed about a year ago -- June
2006. The person that replaced himas sworn all egiance to Gsama bin Laden



So al Qaeda finds it beneficial inthat it's in the press. It draws
inrecruits, and al Qaeda in Irag found it beneficial because it unites in a
br oader context.

There's one thing | think is very inportant is in the NIE that's
often overlooked -- there is an element of extremismin the Mddle East that
runs fromNorth Africa down into South Africa into the Levant, Syria, into
Irag and over to Afghani stan, even Pakistan. Wat al Qaeda has done is find
a nethod for uniting those extrem st views, and so what we see now i s groups
who are predisposed to extremismand terrorismare uniting under the al Qaeda
banner.

MR RUSSERT: But al Qaeda is a nuch nore robust and | arger presence
in lrag nowthan it was before the war?

MR McCONNELL: That's fair to say, that's fair to say. Now, but,
et nme just highlight one thing that's also inportant -- At one point in the
war, al Qaeda controlled the huge expanse to the west, it's called Anbar
Province. What's happened is because of the atrocities in their approach
that | eadership, tribal sheikhs in that region, collaborated with the
coalition and turned on al Qaeda.

So has al Qaeda defeated in lraq -- no. But in sone areas, they're
back on their heels for two reasons. The local citizens have turned agai nst
-- lraqi citizens have turned against al Qaeda, and the coalition has been
much nore effective. As you know, the troops in this surge arrived in about
the mddl e of June, and so the effort has been to take the fight to al Qaeda,
and they have a very high |evel of success in doing that.

MR RUSSERT: |In terns of the balance in Iraq, which creates nore of
the violence? Wich is the greater cause for violence? The sectarian
conflict or al Qaeda?

MR McCONNELL: | think it is both. |In sone cases, we even have
Shi'a on Shi'a sectarian violence. But, for the nost part, it is Sunn
versus Shi'a, and al Qaeda is the one that takes -- is the organization that

attenpts purposefully to serve as an accel erant attacking things like the
nosque, the Grand Mosque that was destroyed over a year ago, and then
revisiting with attacking the two mnarets that were still up.

The whol e purpose is sonething nmassive against the Shi'a or against
sonet hing Shi'a holds sacred to act as an accelerant to stinmulate the
vi ol ence.

MR RUSSERT: But there seens to be, Adnmiral, a coordinated canpai gn
by the adm nistration to elevate al Qaeda is the threat in Irag, and yet the
Pent agon quarterly report, which came out in March, said this, "The conflict
in Irag has changed froma predom nantly Sunni-|ed insurgency agai nst foreign
occupation to a struggle for the division of political and econom c influence
anong sectarian groups and organi zed crimnal activity," the Pentagon
quarterly report on lIraq to Congress.

The Pentagon report al so said sectarian viol ence has becone "t he
greatest inpedinent to the establishment of security and effective governance
inlrag." Do you agree with that?



MR, McCONNELL: | agree with that, it's true. But what | would
highlight is al Qaeda is part of that sectarian violence, al Qaeda is part of

that crime. |In sonme neighborhoods, it would be a classic shakedown -- "W
will provide security if you give us noney and resources.” So al Qaeda is a
maj or portion -- not the only. It's had significant inpact, but there are

ot her sectarian disagreenents and crimnal activity going on, as | nentioned,
even Shi'a on Shi'a in some cases.

MR, RUSSERT: Stephen Hayes has written his book on Vice President
Cheney, and as | was reading it, | found an interview with you about your
views of the adm nistration and sone of their nmethods of gathering
intelligence, and | want to share that with you and have a chance to talk
about it.

It says here, "In Novenber of 2006, M chael MConnell, who had been
working on intelligence issues in the private sector since resigning fromthe
NSA in '96 was asked to consider joining the Bush adm nistration as the
nation's top intelligence official. MConnell was honored to be asked but
had serious reservations. He had been uninpressed with nany aspects of the
Bush administration and its conduct of the war on terror, particularly what
he felt was a politicized use of intelligence and | ead-up to the war.

Al'l of these current players, Secretary Runsfeld, Vice President
Cheney, and the president,' MConnell said in an interview in |ate Novenber
'06, 'nust come through fromnme as a citizen. | amno |longer on active duty,
so | can say these things. They had, first and forenost, very strong
political convictions. M sense of it is their political faith and
convi ctions influence how they took information and interpreted it, how they
pi cked up and interpreted outside events. As a former intel pro, when you
don't like the answer, and you set up your own thing, you tend to get the
answer you want. You hire people that think like you do or want to satisfy
the boss. |'ve read nuch nore about the current set of players, and they did
set up a whole new interpretation because they didn't |ike the answers. They
got results that, in nmy view, now have been disastrous."'"

That's pretty harsh.

MR McCONNELL: We're all influenced by what we see and hear and
read. | ama concerned citizen. | read those things and read those
accounts. What | was taking greatest exception to was to have a secondary
unit established in the Pentagon to reinterpret information

The problem | have with that is the way you do intelligence is al
sources considered. You have to factor one issue agai nst another and bal ance
it. |If you start an independent effort with a point of view, it's not
i nfrequent that you would take a single piece of data to make a point as
opposed to consi der everything.

So what | was referring to and tal king about at that time is | was
worried that in the Pentagon there had been established this separate unit,
and | thought it woul d have been too influential. Now, you can inmagine,
consi der nyself an intelligence professional, |'ve been doing this either on
active duty or serving this comunity for 40 years. The first responsibility
of an intelligence professional is ground truth, and the second
responsibility is to speak truth to power.



So when | was asked to consider this nom nation, that was the
condition under which I would consider it, and | focused on it very intently
once | cane back. What | found, or what | discovered, was quite refreshing.
As you know, | nmeet with the president and vice president six days and, on
occasi on, seven days a week. That dialog is open and frank and direct, and
the thing that the president and the vice president frequently wll do,
whet her they're talking to me or one of the analysts that go in with ne, is
that we're not telling you what to think or how to think or what your
concl usion should be. W need your information. W can chall enge your
assunptions or your assessnent, but we want to know what your opinion is.

MR RUSSERT: But leading up to the war in Iraq, you strongly
suggest that many Anmericans believe that we went to war on Iraq on faulty
intelligence, skewed intelligence, or cherry-picked intelligence.

MR McCONNELL: | would just report what cane out of the WD
conmi ssion and even the 9/11 conm ssion, to sone extent, the assessment that
was concluded, | think it was October 2002, deternined or nade an assessment
t hat Saddam had weapons of mass destruction. | believed it at the time, and
| nmostly believed it because of ny experience as intelligence officer for
General Powell in the first Gulf War. | knew they had them | knew Saddam
had killed 300,000 of his own countrymen. He had engaged in two wars. He
had t hose weapons, so | believed it.

What | believe happened is that the community allowed itself to be
lulled into naking the call on information, in some cases, from people who
t hought they had them-- even Saddami s general s thought they had weapons of
nmass destruction. So those threads took us to a place that turned out to be
not valid.

MR RUSSERT: But did the policynakers hype the intelligence?

MR, McCONNELL: That's a judgnment that | think the Anerican people

will have to nake. | have paid very close attention to hyping of
intelligence, and what | can tell you from personal experience is the
deci si on-mekers are nmaking every attenpt to call it straightforward based on

the information that we provide to them and we are not being asked to
cherry-pick or to go down one path or another path but to give themconplete
information or the best assessments we can.

MR RUSSERT: Adnmiral M ke MConnell, we thank you very nuch for
com ng here and sharing your views this norning.

MR. McCONNELL: Thank you so nuch.

END



